
Evaluating Energy Efficiency Policies 
Adoption and Outcomes

ACEEE’s Energy Efficiency Scorecards

Shruti Vaidyanathan
ODYSSEY-MURE Solutions Workshop

ECEEE Summer Study 2019



Scorecard Goals
Overall:
1. Identify best practices and policies that 

cities/states/countries can implement to take advantage of 
untapped efficiency potential. Create a road map. 

2. Encourage data collection on energy efficiency
3. Create friendly competition among cities/state/counties to 

become more efficient
4. Provide an annual benchmark of energy efficiency policies 

and progress
5. Offer a comparative tool to direct states toward efficiency 

policies, best practices, and case studies from high-ranking 
states and regional neighbors

6. International only - present a basic comparison of energy use 
and efficiency policy efforts in the top energy-consuming 
countries



Role of Scorecards within ACEEE

1. Stakeholder relationship building 
opportunities

2. Tool for which we can influence EE policy-
making outside the national level

3. Contextualizes our technical research in a 
way that is digestible for policy-making 
audiences

4. Database of policies and best practices 
we can pull from in our work



City Clean Energy Scorecard



Clean Energy Scorecard Overview

• First report released in 2013 – every two years
• To date covers 51 of the largest American cities.
• Energy efficiency policy and policy performance metrics
• Renewables
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City Scorecard: Impact

• American Cities Climate 
Challenge
• Los Angeles

• Goal to be a top-10 City 
Scorecard city as part of their 
Sustainability City pLAn

• Achieved goal in 2017
• Orlando (informally)

• CS helped build momentum 
for benchmarking ordinance

• Additional informal 
influence on city 
sustainability plans
• Denver, Boston, Chicago, 

Cleveland
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Local Technical Assistance
• Local TA Memo Topics:

• City Scorecard memos
• Residential energy disclosure 

requirements (Denver)

• Seattle’s building tune-up 
policy (Boston)

• Coordinating low-income 
program funds and 
implementation (Rochester)

• Tool-kit on energy saving in 
buildings for city governments

• Multifamily benchmarking 
policies

• Urban Sustainability 
Directors Network (USDN) 
Partnership
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State Energy Efficiency Scorecard



State Scorecard Overview

• First report released in 2007
• Continued refinement of methodology and data 

collection processes
• Like cities, states serving as test bed for policy 

innovation and investment – given lack of federal 
leadership
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State Scorecard Impacts
• Mississippi

• Ranked last in 2012 State Scorecard
• Mississippi Gov Phil Bryant responds with the release of a state Energy Roadmap intended to 

aggressively develop energy efficiency to spur economic development
• 2013: Mississippi emerges as most improved state with new laws setting mandatory energy 

codes for commercial & state-owned buildings, implementing lead by example programs, and 
establishing its first statewide utility efficiency initiatives

• New Mexico
• 2018 State Energy Roadmap established a goal of improving the state’s rank in the 

Scorecard (rising to a top 20 position by 2027) by addressing utility disincentives to energy 
efficiency. 

• In 2019 the state passed legislation updating and extending utility efficiency targets and 
allowing revenue decoupling. 

• Utah
• Energy Action Plan released in 2018. Gov Gary Herbert expresses a goal of improving the 

state’s position in the State Scorecard by increasing investment in energy efficiency, as well 
as number the number of U-Save loans and C-PACE applications approved.

• Continue to field requests from other states for technical assistance/gap 
analyses based on Scorecard results (MI, NJ, MO, etc.)
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International Energy Efficiency 
Scorecard



Top Energy-Consuming Countries in the World

Source: IEA



2018 Results



Impacts

• Impacts measured differently from other scorecards
• Want to influence policy through our partners in other 

countries
• Built interest in EE benchmarking

• Methodologies

• Policy tool

• Interest from national governments:
• Saudi Arabia
• Australia
• Taiwan



Questions?

svaidyanathan@aceee.org


